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Xiaosong, chairman and chief executive offi-
cer, APEC CEO Summit 2001 Organizing 
Committee.

APEC Leaders Statement on Counter-Terrorism 
October 21, 2001

1. Leaders unequivocally condemn in the 
strongest terms the terrorist attacks in the 
United States on September 11, 2001, and 
express their deepest sympathy and condo-
lences to the victims of a large number 
of nationalities and their families and to 
the people and Government of the United 
States of America. 

2. Leaders consider the murderous deeds 
as well as other terrorist acts in all forms 
and manifestations, committed wherever, 
whenever and by whomsoever as a pro-
found threat to the peace, prosperity and 
security of all people, of all faiths, of all 
nations. Terrorism is also a direct challenge 
to APEC’s vision of free, open and pros-
perous economies, and to the fundamental 
values that APEC members hold. 

3. Leaders reaffirm that it is more impor-
tant than ever for every economy to forge 
ahead in its commitment in achieving Bo-
gor’s goal of free, open trade and invest-
ment. 

4. Leaders deem it imperative to 
strengthen international cooperation at all 
levels in combating terrorism in a com-
prehensive manner and affirm that UN 
should play a major role in this regard, 
especially taking into account the impor-
tance of all relevant UN resolutions. 

5. Leaders commit to prevent and sup-
press all forms of terrorist acts in the future 
in accordance with the Charter of the 
United Nations and other international law, 
pledge to implement the UN Security 
Council Resolution 1368 and 1373 faithfully 
and immediately, strongly support all efforts 
to strengthen the international anti-ter-
rorism regime, call for increased coopera-

tion to bring perpetrators to justice, and 
also call for early signing and ratification 
of all basic universal anti-terrorist conven-
tions including the International Conven-
tion for the Suppression of the Financing 
of Terrorism. 

6. Leaders are determined to enhance 
counter-terrorism cooperation in line with 
specific circumstances in their respective 
economies, through:

•  Appropriate financial measures to pre-
vent the flow of funds to terrorists, 
including accelerating work on com-
bating financial crimes through APEC 
Finance Ministers’ working Group on 
Fighting Financial Crime and increas-
ing involvement in related inter-
national standard-setting bodies; 

•  Adherence by all economies to rel-
evant international requirements for 
the security of air and maritime trans-
portation. Leaders call on Transport 
Ministers to actively take part in the 
discussions on enhancing airport, air-
craft, and port security, achieve effec-
tive outcomes as early as possible, and 
assure full implementation and co-
operation in this regard; 

•  Strengthening of energy security in the 
region through the mechanism of the 
APEC Energy Security Initiative, 
which examines measures to respond 
to temporary supply disruptions and 
longer- term challenges facing the re-
gion’s energy supply; 

•  Strengthening of APEC activities in 
the area of critical sector protection, 
including telecommunications, trans-
portation, health and energy. 
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•  Enhancement of customs communica-
tion networks and expeditious develop-
ment of a global integrated electronic 
customs network, which would allow 
customs authorities to better enforce 
laws while minimizing the impact on 
the flow of trade. 

•  Cooperation to develop electronic 
movement records systems that will 
enhance border security while ensuring 
movement of legitimate travelers is not 
disrupted. 

•  Strengthening capacity building and 
economic and technical cooperation to 
enable member economies to put into 
place and enforce effective counter-
terrorism measures. 

•  Cooperation to limit the economic fall-
out from the attacks and move to re-

store economic confidence in the re-
gion through policies and measures to 
increase economic growth as well as 
ensure stable environment for trade, 
investment, travel and tourism.

7. Leaders also pledge to cooperate fully 
to ensure that international terrorism does 
not disrupt economies and markets, 
through close communication and coopera-
tion among economic policy and financial 
authorities. 

NOTE: The joint statement was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary but 
was not issued as a White House press re-
lease. An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.

APEC Economic Leaders’ Declaration, Shanghai, China 
October 21, 2001

Meeting New Challenges in the New 
Century 

1. We, the Economic Leaders of APEC, 
gathered today in Shanghai for the first 
time in the twenty-first century. We are 
here to explore ways to meet the new chal-
lenges confronting us. Convinced of the 
great potential of the Asia-Pacific region, 
we have resolved to achieve common pros-
perity through broader participation and 
closer cooperation. 

2. Our meeting has taken place at a cru-
cial juncture. The major world economies 
are experiencing a slowdown more severe 
than anticipated. Most economies in the 
Asia-Pacific region have experienced an 
economic downturn, with some emerging 
economies particularly affected by unfavor-
able external market conditions. In addi-
tion, the terrorist attack on the United 
States risks undermining some industries as 
well as consumer and investor confidence. 
In the long run, a major challenge for the 

Asia-Pacific community is to manage the 
profound changes brought forth by 
globalization and the New Economy and 
to benefit from the opportunities that 
abound. 

3. As the premier forum for regional eco-
nomic cooperation in the Asia Pacific, 
APEC is well suited to play a leading role 
in helping its member economies embrace 
these opportunities and challenges. We 
wish to send a clear and strong message 
on the collective resolve of the Asia-Pacific 
community to counter terrorism. We are 
determined to reverse the current eco-
nomic downturn and maintain public con-
fidence at a time of uncertainty by fighting 
protectionism and committing to the launch 
of the new WTO round at the upcoming 
WTO Ministerial Conference. These efforts 
are consonant with and contribute to the 
pursuit of the APEC vision of peace, har-
mony and common prosperity. 
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